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cannot do better than quote here from the reports I
sent in at the time, as they were written while the
impressions were fresh in my mind.
April ^th, Museyib. — Arrived here at 4 p.m. with-
out trouble. Following are most important points
noticed to-day :
Refugees are returning to Baghdad. We met
about five parties averaging thirty each. Large
proportion of women. We were held up at the
following places by parties of tribesmen nominally
guarding the road but actually plundering passers-
by : Khan Chikwa, half an hour below* Advanced
Base ; Khan Azad, where some shots were fired in
the air ; Shershubah ; and Khan al Bir.
The incident at Khan Azad was very funny, as
Haji Atteya sprang out of the victoria the moment
the first shot was fired, and advanced upon the
marauders in great indignation. cc I am Atteya
abu Gullal," he shouted. " I am the Sheikh of
Najaf ! Cease firing, miscreants, and respect my
guests ! " Finding that the firing-party paid abso-
lutely no attention to him, but only fired a few more
shots, he became black with fury, and ordered his
retainers to attack them. As they were under cover
of some ruins on the top of a high mound, there
would certainly have been bloodshed if Goldsmith
and I had not managed to pull him back and induce
him to drive on.
I am informed on all sides that the disorder on
this road only dates from the abandonment of
Baghdad by the Turks. If not taken in hand at
once the situation will grow rapidly worse. I
would suggest that immediate steps be taken either
by establishing police posts at the four places men-
tioned above, which are all very strong natural

